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Free WM and Human Responsibility. By H. H. Horne. New York, The 

Macmillan Co., 1912. — pp. xvi, 197. 

In this book the author does not aim to develop a complete and systematic 
philosophy of freedom. He desires rather to supply a clear and brief treatise, 
covering both sides of the free-will controversy, which shall be serviceable 
as a class-room manual. Judged in the light of its avowed purpose the volume 
deserves praise. It is lucidly written, some of the life and interest of a real 
debate are communicated to its pages, and skillful use is made of extracts 
and illustrations gathered by the author in his wide reading upon the subject. 
Even the methodical subdivision of the chapters and the treatment of the 
material under a multiplicity of headings — a feature which may grow weari- 
some to the general reader — is helpful in a text-book. Defining freedom as 
the ability to act in either of two or more ways (p. 65) the author throws the 
burden of proof upon the determinist, asserting that "The determinist 
supports a universal affirmative proposition; every act is determined; a single 
exception disproves his case" (p. 68). Accordingly, he first allows the de- 
terminist to present his case, follows with a rebuttal of these arguments from 
the libertarian standpoint and then argues in favor of free-will. In general, 
the freedom of the will is ably and, for the most part, convincingly defended. 
Sometimes the reasoning is inconclusive and the pronouncements of the author 
seem mere dogmatism; as when, for instance, in reply to the deterministic 
argument from the universality of causation, he asserts that "the law of 
causation is that every effect has a cause, not that every cause has a cause" 
(p- 135)- In tne chapter on Pragmatism and Freedom, the pragmatist's 
contention is disposed of in rather too easy and off-hand a manner. Indeed, 
the way the subject is approached in the first two chapters invites loose 
thinking and hasty generalization — from which the author does not entirely 
escape. The effort in the first chapter to discover 'analogous issues' in other 
fields brings to our attention resemblances that are superficial, and, in certain 
cases, misleading, as when in Biology the theory of evolution from determinate 
variations is connected with the deterministic theory of will. In the second 
chapter it is maintained that both in practice and in theory the amount of 
determinism has decreased and the amount of freedom has increased in the 
course of human history. This is certainly to neglect the salient fact that the 
present strength of the determinist theory is due mainly to the growth of 
natural science and its triumph over animistic ideas of the world. 

H. W. Wright. 
Lake Forest College. 

L' Education du caracfere. Par L. Dugas. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1912. — pp. 

xi, 258. 

In studying the education of character, the author does not assume that 
such education is possible. The main problem of the book is to show that 
it is possible and, as a means to this end, to discuss fully what is meant by 
both education and character. Character is a normal state comparable to 



